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Marple Deconstructed: The Evolution of a Master 
Master Model Ship Builder Exhibit Opening at the Maritime
Explore the career of Edward F. Marple, arguably one of the most talented ship model makers in the world. The Channel Islands Maritime Museum is honored to display his entire collection in an exhibit that opens October 3, 2015 and runs through January 3, 2016. Opening reception November 7, 2015 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Maritime Museum. Members admitted free, non-members $5.
Although Marple approached model ship building as a hobbyist, the models he created in his leisure time are considered by many to be the most exquisite examples of ship model craftsmanship in existence. He crafted nine scale models that are world-class, museum-worthy examples of ship modeling, all of which are on permanent display at the Channel Islands Maritime Museum. Four of these models plus the unfinished HMS Prince are on view in this exhibition, the remaining five can be seen in the Seascape Gallery on the Lower Deck of the Museum. The Channel Islands Maritime Museum is the sole venue to display all of Marple’s models, his desk, and the fascinating dental and wood crafting tools he used to create his masterpieces.
Deconstructing Marple’s technique, materials, and method was like piecing together a splendid puzzle. His actual inspiration for creating a new standard in ship modeling is unclear, but his steadfast pursuit of excellence in every aspect of his models is overtly evident. Whether he intended to create some of the best models in the world or was just passing the time is irrelevant — Marple’s legacy of work is a testament to the standards of a master craftsman and artist.
The Channel Islands Maritime Museum is open daily 11-5 pm. Located in Oxnard’s Channel Islands Harbor at 3900 Bluefin Circle, permanent exhibits include a seascape gallery of rare and beautiful maritime paintings dating back to the 1600’s and more than sixty world-class models of historic ships. Museum entry is $5 adults, $4 seniors, $2 children. Info: cimmvc.org or 805 984 6260.
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